.
Radiological examination showed platyspondyly (fig 2) , irregular, enlarged femoral epiphyses with narrowing of the hip joint spaces, premature osteoarthritis, and short femoral necks (fig 3) . The phalangeal epiphyses and metaphyses were enlarged and osteoarthritic changes were present in the interphalangeal joints ( fig 4) .
Haematological investigation, serum Ca and P, serum protein electrophoresis, immunoglobulin, antistreptolysin 0 titre, C reactive protein, and rheumatoid factor were all negative.
The proband had six normal sibs. There were seven other affected members in the family, all of whom had first cousin parents, and all of whom were traced back to a common ancestor (fig 5) . In all there were probably seven affected persons out of 39 in the fifth generation. An affected first cousin of the proband (V 15) was available for detailed examination. She was a 27 year old university graduate, severely crippled with progressive arthropathy. Her x-rays showed platyspondyly (fig 6) , irregular femoral heads (fig 7) , and enlargement of the phalangeal and metaphyseal epiphyses (fig 8) . S A Al-Awadi et al
The family described in the present paper is another example of this condition with progressive arthropathy. The extensive pedigree with eight affected subjects and numerous first cousin marriages clearly illustrates the autosomal recessive type of inheritance of this condition.
Informative pedigrees illustrating autosomal recessive inheritance of genetic diseases are frequently found in Arabic countries. This is because of the large family sizes and high consanguinity rate, which in Kuwait is 40%. 7 We are grateful to Dr R Wynne-Davies for her initial diagnosis of the proband and for help with this manuscript. 
